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MINISTER FOR HEALTH — UNITED KINGDOM VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.08 am]: It is with great pleasure that I stand today to 
provide Parliament with a summary of my visit to the United Kingdom from 5 to 11 August 2018. I visited London 
and Cambridge as part of my first official mission to the United Kingdom as Deputy Premier and the Minister for 
Health. The focus of my visit was to promote Western Australia as a partner in the medical and life science 
innovation and research sectors and to gain insights to inform the delivery of election commitments that will build 
an enhanced research and innovation environment for health and medicine here in Western Australia. Specifically, 
this trip enabled me to gain a better understanding of opportunities and challenges in establishing an effective 
innovation hub to support health and medical research and innovation at Royal Perth Hospital, and approaches to 
strategy and governance when pressing ahead to establish the future health research and innovation fund. 

While in the United Kingdom, I met with Health Data Research UK, Genomics England, the Cell and Gene 
Therapy Catapult, and AstraZeneca. I was able to hear firsthand of the journey that these organisations have taken 
towards establishing and cementing research as a pivotal component of their business. Importantly, I was able to 
hear the lessons learnt in translating initial discoveries into products and outcomes, and of the support needed by 
researchers and industry to achieve this vital next step. I toured facilities and met with London BioScience 
Innovation Centre, Babraham Bioscience Technologies, St John’s Innovation Centre and Cambridge Science Park 
to discuss the important role of technology and innovation hubs in providing infrastructure to growing the life 
sciences industry and supporting start-ups and small commercial companies. I also met companies at the forefront 
of medical technology, including Academic Health Solutions, One Nucleus and Instinctif Partners, to gain insights 
into innovative approaches to supporting research and innovation in academic and commercial settings. 

Establishing a thriving environment that supports health and medical research, innovation and opportunities for 
commercialisation will bring about better health outcomes and provide new, highly skilled jobs for 
Western Australians and a boost for our economy. It will allow our best and brightest to stay here in WA and help 
us to attract new talent and investment to our state. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Deeks, CSC, Agent General for Western Australian in the 
United Kingdom and Europe, and the Western Australian European Office for their efforts in arranging and 
facilitating my program. I would also like to thank Chief Scientist, Professor Peter Klinken, and Karen Bradley, 
executive director of clinical leadership and reform at the Department of Health, for their advice and assistance 
during the visit. I also table a copy of my itinerary. 

[See paper 1588.] 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the House or also the Minister for Heritage. 
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